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Endoscope - has operation wire, net-like pipe, and elastic tube which 
produce predetemnined resistive force opposing tractive effort of axial 
direction of insertion unit, to hold abutment state of couplings roenwent Record! 
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PROBLEiVI TO BE SOLVED: To enable the bending part of an 
endoscope to be inexpensively and simply assembled by articulate 
rings, and also to prevent the connection of the articulate rings from 
being separated from each other by the tensile force acting on the 
bending part. 

SOLUTION: An endoscope is constituted in such a way that an 
inserting part 3 having a bending part 3b consisting of a plurality of 
articulate rings 36 each of which is turnably abutted is provided. In 
this case, the articulate rings 36 are axially brought into contact with 
the inserting part 3 to each other, and also pressedly contacting 
means 34, 41 for producing a resisting force to resist the axial 
tension of the inserting part 3 and for mutually retaining the 
articulate rings 36 in the abutted condition are provided. 
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